SSC 2025 Astrophotography Planner

Note well, depending on the weather we may need to change dates around.

Aurora Photography
e Location: Lambrigg’s lookout, Tharwa or Michelago
e Notes: Very hard to catch, use sky guide apps like Stellarium or Photopills to track
activity.
e Best Time: When solar activity is high, and the sun is at the right angle throughout
the year. This year is still solar maximum - we should catch it before it disappears.

Special events - ie comet

As they occur - around new moon if possible.

4am 8 September 2025 — Total Lunar Eclipse — Canberra, ACT, Australia

Events throughout the year - to be held monthly near the new moon, weather permitting.

Add in three-four processing workshops throughout the year - two for stacking - one
Siril/Sequator etc and one Pixinsight. We can split these.

March 11 - Regular Zoom meeting

e Presentation and discussion - aimed at beginners,
e Intro to trackers
e show and tell

Special event, red moon by the lake, Skyfire

March 14 meet in front of the Art gallery at about 6.30 (TBC)
March 15 Skyfire, meet on the lake side of the National Library - check the pontoons

April

e Target:: Milky Way rising in the East

e Timing: Late April - suggest 24 April as it will be near New Moon and will allow
people to go away for the long weekend.

e Locations:



o Mulligan’s Flat Pond - 24 April
e Special Notes:
o Prime time for Milky Way core rising photography

May

e Best Targets: Milky Way rising in the East
Timing: Foxlow Bridge 23 May.
e Locations:
o Hoskinstown - Foxlow Bridge.
e Special Notes:
o Milky Way core rising over the railway bridge

June

e Best Targets: Milky Way rising then overhead, the One Great Leap sign can be
angled in front of it.
e Timing: 27 June
e Location:
o Honeysuckle Creek Tracking Station
e Special Notes:
o Optimal dark skies, great time for deep space photography, interesting
foreground

July
Best Targets: Milky Way rising Over the road bridge
Timing: 27 July
Location: Foxlow Bridge
o Introduction to panos - (assuming you are here John, you will need to lead
that one)
e Special Notes:
o Optimal dark skies, great time for deep space photography.

August

e Best Targets: Introduction to panos - (assuming you are here John, you will need to
lead that one)



e Timing: 22 August
e Location: Orroral Valley
e Special Notes:
o Optimal dark skies, great time for deep space photography - can use cottages
as foreground

September

e Best Targets: Possible trip to Tasmania for an Aurora Chase 26th September
e Timing: 26th September - 3 October
e Location:
o South of Hobart
e Special Notes:
o How to chase an Aurora

October

e Best Targets: Milky Way setting over Red Rock George
Timing: 17 October
e Location:
o Red Rock Gorge - note well that a reasonable amount of fitness will be
required - able to walk an hour each way. The walk itself is not difficult
e Special Notes:
o Setting Milky way

e November
o Best Targets: Andromeda, Summer Milky Way
o Best Locations:
m North Canberra - location Luminita found
m This will be tracking with a longer lens, Pano practice and Summer
Milky Way

e December
o Best Targets: Orion, Rosette Nebula
o Best Locations: Murrumbateman
o This will be tracking with a longer lens, Pano practice and Summer Milky Way

Additional Notes

e Equipment Recommendations:
o Wide-angle lens for Milky Way shots
o Star tracker for deep sky objects



o Tripod & intervalometer for long exposures
e Tools:
o Stellarium, PlanIT pro or Photopills to guide positioning and timing
Clear Outside app to check weather conditions
Nightshift app
Sky Safari 7 plus
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